Assyrian Temples and Palaces
666 B.C. and completely overran Elam. This was t of Assyrian power; from then onwards it never decline. Egypt and Lydia threw off the yoke and ir the Empire was threatened by the Medes. Shortly death of Assurbanipal, Cyaxares conquered the Assy for the first time laid siege to. Nineveh. Held ba invasion from Scythia, he joined forces with Bab finally destroyed Nineveh. Although Assyria then 1 power of the Medes, an Assyrian general, Nab captured Babylon and founded a new dynasty.
The destruction of Nineveh was certainly not as as Lucian would have us believe when he makes Me to Charon: "My good pilot, Nineveh is so badly destr it is impossible to say where it stood; no trace of it ] Excavations have abundantly shown that the conl true. The city, moreover, had not been founded in an Assyrian despot wishing to immortalise his victori by the creation of a new capital. In the third millei] Akkadian city on the site had been built on five civilisation. King Hammurabi in about 1750 B.C. the famous temple of Ishtar, built on a hill in the cer city, in honour of the great goddess who was w< throughout Mesopotamia. She was also called Nin her name to the city. In the period of Amarna, in tl of the fifteenth century, Nineveh was part of the ki: the Mitanni, a people of Indo-European origin, and incorporated into the Assyrian kingdom, then fully e^ by the kings of Assur, the older capital. It was, ho remain a city of little importance for several centur